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Prof. Johannes Berkhof is a leading figure in cancer screening research, currently serving as 
Professor and Head of the Department of Epidemiology and Data Science at Amsterdam UMC. 
He earned his PhD in Statistics from the University of Groningen in 2000, following an MSc in 
Econometrics. His career spans academic and research roles across Europe, including posts at 
the Karolinska Institutet in Stockholm and the Catholic University of Leuven. 

Prof. Berkhof’s work integrates statistical innovation with impactful public health research, 
particularly in the field of HPV-related cancer prevention. He has led numerous EU- and 
nationally-funded projects such as RISCC, PREHDICT, and CoheaHr, contributing 
significantly to the development and evaluation of HPV vaccination and cervical cancer 
screening strategies. His research has influenced screening policies and emphasized the use of 
self-sampling and molecular biomarkers. As an educator, he lectures extensively on screening 
and epidemiology at the undergraduate and graduate levels at VU University. 

Prof. Berkhof’s leadership roles have including serving as a scientific board member for the 
Dutch Cancer Council (KWF). He is an active contributor to national health policy as a member 
of the Dutch National Health Council. His editorial position at the British Journal of 
Cancer underscores his standing in the field. 

He has received multiple honours, including the Horizon Impact Award finalist recognition and 
awards in cancer screening economics and methodology. Through his interdisciplinary 
expertise, Prof. Berkhof continues to drive evidence-based advancements in public health, 
cancer prevention, and health economics. 

 


