
              
 
 

European Commission (EC) Initiative on Cervical Cancer (EC-CvC) expert Working Group. 
Declaration of Interests (DOI) procedure and summary 

 

In the context of the EC-CvC initiative, IARC engaged external expert Working Group 
members and implemented robust procedures to manage potential conflicts of interest in 
accordance with the IARC Policy on Declaration of Interests (DOI) to maintain integrity, 
transparency, and public trust.   
 
All expert Working Group members completed a Declaration of Interest (DOI) 
form disclosing any financial, professional, or other interests that could affect, or be perceived 
to affect, their objectivity and independence in relation to the EC-CvC initiative. 
 
Working Group members declared their own relevant interests, as well as those of immediate 
family members and, where known, interests of entities or individuals with whom they 
shared substantial common interests, such as employers or close professional associates. It was 
made clear to them that failure to fully disclose relevant information could result in non-
appointment to current or future IARC advisory roles.  
 
Working Group members submitted their completed DOI forms and updated curricula vitae to 
the IARC project coordination and the IARC Ethics and Compliance Officer (ECO) in advance 
of the relevant meeting or work and agreed to promptly notify the project coordinators of any 
changes to their declared interests before or during the EC-CvC initiative.   

 

Declared interests were reviewed through a due diligence process conducted by the ECO to 
assess the relevance and potential significance of any declared interests. This preliminary 
assessment was performed in support of, but did not replace, institutional decision making on 
the level of participation. Disclosure of an interest does not automatically limit participation. 
Based on the assessment by the ECO and following the decision of the project 
coordinators, experts were allowed full participation with public disclosure, required partial 
exclusion from specific discussions or decisions, or mandated total exclusion from the activity, in 
accordance with the IARC DOI Policy.  

 

All potentially significant interests were disclosed to Working Group members at the start of the 
activity, summarized in reports. They may be shared externally if the objectivity of the work is 
questioned, subject to applicable IARC disclosure rules and oversight by senior management, in 
line with the IARC DOI Policy.   

 

By completing the DOI form, experts agreed to these procedures and conditions.  
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Summary table 
Summary of disclosure statements taken following Conflict of Interests (COIs) assessment of EC-
CvC expert Working Group members.  None of the interests declared were considered 
to represent a potential or significant conflict of interest with respect to the IARC activity.  

EC-CvC expert Working Group Disclosure statement (as of February 2026) 

Marc Arbyn *  
Systematic reviewer  

Reports that his institute, Sciensano, benefits from 
research funding for the VALGENT and VALHUDES 
protocols to perform HPV testing and statistical analyses.  

Paola Armaroli  No relevant interest declared  

Arantzazu Arrospide  No relevant interest declared  

Mirjana Babamova  
Patient advocate  

No relevant interest declared  

Johannes Berkhof  No relevant interest declared  

Nathalie Broutet  No relevant interest declared  

Francesca Carozzi  No relevant interest declared  

Margaret Cruickshank  No relevant interest declared  

Joakim Dillner  No relevant interest declared  

Miriam Elfström  No relevant interest declared  

Julia Gallwas  No relevant interest declared 

Peter Hillemanns  No relevant interest declared  

Urska Ivanus  No relevant interest declared  

Anne Mackie  No relevant interest declared  

Andrzej Nowakowski  No relevant interest declared  

Amir Qaseem  No relevant interest declared  

Paolo Giorgi Rossi  No relevant interest declared  

Noirin Russel  No relevant interest declared  

Eva-Maria Strömsholm  
Patient advocate  

No relevant interest declared   

Xavier Carcopino-Tusoli  No relevant interest declared  

Anneli Uusküla  No relevant interest declared  

Piret Veerus  No relevant interest declared  

Nicolas Wentzensen  No relevant interest declared  
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*  Marc Arbyn is a member of both the EC-CvC Expert Working Group and the Systematic 
Review Team. To preserve independence, he does not participate in Working Group judgements 
for any EtD framework informed by a systematic review he contributed to.  
 
Further information on the EC-CvC expert Working Group is available via a dedicated page of the 
European Commission’s Joint Research Centre (JRC) webhub on cancer diagnosis, screening and 
care. 

 
 

https://cancer-screening-and-care.jrc.ec.europa.eu/en/ec-cvc/discover-ec-cvc/working-groups#members

