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Updates from the European Commission initiatives on cancer screening and care 
 
1. Open consultations                         

 
The Joint Research Centre (JRC) is currently collecting feedback through open calls 
related to aspects of the European cancer guidelines and the European quality 
assurance (QA) schemes. 
Access to the open consultation  

 
Specifically, feedback is invited: 

• A survey on the general requirements of the European QA scheme, to evaluate clarity and 
feasibility of implementation. All healthcare professionals and organisations involved in 
breast, colorectal, cervical, lung, prostate and gastric cancer screening and care are invited 
to participate.  
Deadline: 10 May 2026 (Extended to 7 June 2026) 
More information 

• Draft recommendations addressing whether aspirin and non-aspirin non-steroidal anti-
inflammatory drugs (NSAIDs) should be used for the primary prevention of colorectal cancer. 
Deadline: 15 May 2026 
More information and submit feedback 
 

2. European Commission Initiative on Breast Cancer (ECIBC) 
  

• Since the launch of the renewed ECIBC Working Group activities in October 2025, the group 
initiated the prioritisation exercise, engaging experts through surveys and discussions to 
agree on updating the critical healthcare questions that will guide their work over the next 
four years. 

• In a significant step forward, the ECIBC working group has also established a topic-specific 
group dedicated to the role of Artificial Intelligence (AI) in breast cancer screening. This 
multidisciplinary team, comprising 12 experts, kicked off their work with an objective to 
review the current AI guidelines recommendations and develop new recommendations 
based on the recent advances in this field. 

 

https://cancer-screening-and-care.jrc.ec.europa.eu/en/public-consultations
https://cancer-screening-and-care.jrc.ec.europa.eu/en/public-consultations/general-requirements-european-quality-assurance-schemes
https://cancer-screening-and-care.jrc.ec.europa.eu/en/public-consultations/draft-recommendations-aspirin-and-other-nsaids-colorectal-cancer-primary
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• In January 2026, the activities of the European quality assurance (QA) updating methodology 
topic-specific group have started. This multidisciplinary group of QA experts will develop a 
methodology to keep European quality assurance schemes for cancer care services up to 
date. The update of the Breast cancer services scheme will serve as a pilot.  

 
 
3.  European Commission Initiative on Cervical Cancer (EC-CvC) 
 

• The EC-CvC Working Group has issued two new recommendations on the screening interval 
for the general population, and four new recommendations on screening age-ranges and 
intervals for HPV-vaccinated cohorts.  
More information 
 
 

4.  European Commission Initiative on Colorectal Cancer (ECICC) 
 

• The JRC technical report on the organisation of colorectal cancer care services in Europe is 
published. It provides insights into the state of colorectal cancer screening and implemented 
quality assurance efforts. This report informs the development of the European Quality 
Assurance scheme for colorectal cancer services. 
 

• Ongoing activities – Topic-specific groups (TSG):  
√ The Screening and diagnosis TSG is developing proposals for quality and safety 

requirements to be approved by the WG in three key areas of colorectal cancer 
screening and diagnosis: clinical laboratory testing (e.g. detection of blood traces in 
stools via the faecal immunochemical test (FIT)), endoscopy and histopathology.   

√ The Treatment TSG has drafted detailed care pathways including all treatment 
modalities for colorectal cancer and is currently developing requirements for 
surgical and resective approaches and systemic therapy.  

√ The FIT cut-off thresholds TSG is developing proposals for evidence-based 
recommendations on optimal FIT positivity testing thresholds, aiming to enhance 
early detection and outcomes.  

√ The Micronutrients TSG is evaluating whether dietary micronutrient supplements 
offer additional cancer prevention benefits for average-risk individuals.  

√ The Management of pre-malignant lesions TSG is developing proposals on 
managing screening-detected polyps. 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

https://cancer-screening-and-care.jrc.ec.europa.eu/en/ec-cvc/european-cervical-cancer-guidelines?topic=328&usertype=327#guideline
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/cda68619-f742-11f0-b9bc-01aa75ed71a1/language-en
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5. European Commission Initiative on Lung Cancer (EC-LuC):      
 

• An open call was carried out for the expression of interest from clinical, scientific/technical 
experts related to lung cancer screening, diagnosis and care together with patient and 
caregivers between 1 July – 31 August 2025.  146 applications were received from 
professionals and 12 applications from patient representatives.  The evaluation of the 
applications is now ongoing. The nominations of the EC-LuC working group members are 
expected in June 2026. The kick-off meeting of the EC-LuC working group is planned on 8-9 
October 2026.  

 
 
6. European Commission Initiative on Prostate Cancer (EC-PrC) 
  

• An open call was carried out for the expression of interest from clinical, scientific/technical 
experts related to prostate cancer screening, diagnosis and care together with patient and 
caregivers between 15 December 2025 and 15 February 2026. There were 156 applications 
from professionals and 16 applications from patient representatives received. The 
evaluation of the applications is now ongoing. 


