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Updates from the European Commission Initiatives on Breast, Cervical and Colorectal Cancer

1. European Commission Initiative on Breast Cancer (ECIBC)

o Kick-off meeting of new working group

Having successfully completed the first cycle of developing, updating and publishing the
European guidelines and European QA scheme for breast cancer screening, diagnosis and
care, the renewed ECIBC Working Group will kick off during a two-day meeting taking place
on 14-15 October at the Commission’s Joint Research Centre (JRC), in Ispra, Italy. This
gathering will provide an opportunity for the 20 experts covering a broad range of
specialised areas to come together to discuss the integrated methodological framework to
be followed and agree on future work topics.

=

2. European Commission Initiative on Cervical Cancer (EC-CvC) ( EC-Cue

-

e First recommendations published
The EC-CvC Working Group has released its first set of recommendations on using human
papillomavirus (HPV) detection test as the primary screening method for cervical cancer,
and the age to start and stop cervical screening. The initiative is carried out with the
collaboration of the International Agency on Cancer funded through the EU4Health
Programme.
More information:
https://cancer-screening-and-care.jrc.ec.europa.eu/en/ec-cvc/european-cervical-cancer-
guidelines
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¢ Open public consultations
The World Health Organization’s (WHO) International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC)
and the Commission’s Joint Research Centre (JRC) are inviting feedback from the public and
interest holders on screening and triage tests for individuals who screen positive for human
papillomavirus (HPV).
Deadline: 10 October
More information:
https://cancer-screening-and-care.jrc.ec.europa.eu/en/public-consultations

¢ Open call for experts
The World Health Organization’s (WHO) International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC)
and the Commission’s Joint Research Centre (JRC) are calling for expressions of interest
from professionals and service users/patients/caregivers with expertise in cervical cancer
treatment and supportive care to assist in the development of the European quality
assurance scheme for cervical cancer care services.
More information: https://cancer-screening-and-care.jrc.ec.europa.eu/en/ec-cvc/open-
calls/call-for-expression-of-interest
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3. European Commission Initiative on Colorectal Cancer (ECICC) z Ecice

-

e Summary recommendation on colorectal cancer screening approaches
The ECICC Working Group has released an overarching summary recommendation on
colorectal cancer screening approaches. This recommendation was developed through a
rigorous evaluation of screening age ranges, optimal test frequency and comparisons across
tests.

More information:

European guidelines on colorectal cancer screening and diagnosis | European Commission

Initiative on Breast and Colorectal Cancer

¢ New recommendation on invitation strategies
Two recommendations for inviting adults to screening programmes were furthermore
released by the ECICC Working Group. These emphasise using letters that include the self-
sampling faecal immunochemical test (FIT) kit and the general practitioners’ signatures.
Both strategies aim to enhance engagement and credibility.
More information:

European guidelines on colorectal cancer screening and diagnosis | European Commission

Initiative on Breast and Colorectal Cancer
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e Ongoing activities — Topic-specific groups:

v

The Screening and Diagnosis topic-specific group is developing proposals for
quality and safety requirements to be approved by the working group in
three key areas of colorectal cancer screening and diagnosis: clinical
laboratory testing (e.g. detection of blood traces in stools via the faecal
immunochemical test (FIT)), endoscopy and histopathology.

The Treatment topic-specific group is developing the care pathways for
staging and treatment of colorectal cancer, the latter including surgery,
systemic therapy, radiotherapy and locoregional treatments.

The FIT Cut-Off Thresholds topic-specific group is developing proposals for
evidence-based recommendations on optimal FIT positivity testing
thresholds, aiming to enhance early detection and outcomes.

The Micronutrients topic-specific group is evaluating whether dietary
micronutrient supplements offer additional cancer prevention benefits for
average-risk individuals.

The Management of Pre-Malignant Lesions topic-specific group is developing
proposals on managing screening-detected polyps.

e Open call for experts

The Joint Research Centre (JRC) is setting up a topic-specific group on Palliative and

Supportive Care for Cancer Patients and is looking for experts with competence in

survivorship and rehabilitation, palliative care and pain management, psycho-oncology,

nutrition, sex and fertility, and social aspects of cancer care.

All clinical, scientific and technical experts are invited to apply through the online

application forms for open calls in the ongoing European Commission initiatives on cancer

screening and care.

More information:

Calls for expression of interest — ECIBC | Cancer Screening, Diagnosis and Care

Calls for expression of interest — EC-CvC | Cancer Screening, Diagnosis and Care

Calls for expression of interest — ECICC | Cancer Screening, Diagnosis and Care
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