
Timeline ActorsAction

Start of activities (Meeting)1 day Topic-specific group 

Prepare research protocol14 days Topic-specific group

Review research protocol14 days Public consultation

Review and approval of the research protocol7 days Working group

Literature searches and screening21 days Evidence 
review team

Review included and excluded studies (Meeting)14 days Topic-specific group

Prepare short report on effectiveness and cost-effectiveness28 days Evidence 
review team

Review and discussion on short report (Meeting)7 days Topic-specific group

Prepare dra� Evidence to Decision (EtD) Framework14 days Evidence 
review team

Review dra� EtD and pre-vote using Panel Voice7 days Topic-specific group

Make judgements and recommendation: 
‘proposed vote’ (Meeting)1 day Topic-specific group

Integrate comments received and update EtD7 days Evidence 
review team

Short-listing of quality indicators relevant to the 
recommendation

14 days Topic-specific group
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Make judgements and select quality indicators: 
‘proposed vote’ (Meeting)1 day Topic-specific group 

Integrate comments received and update EtD including 
quality indicators7 days Evidence 

review team

Review proposed EtD and short report and pre-vote14 days Working group

Finalise judgements, recommendation and associated 
quality indicators: ‘confirmatory vote’ (Meeting)1 day Working group

Prepare summary of recommendation for publication7 days Topic-specific group 
and working group

Prepare final EtD for publication28 days Topic-specific group 
and working group

Prepare dra� quality indicators worksheet with supporting 
evidence28 days Evidence 

review team

Review dra� quality indicators worksheet and pre-vote14 days Topic-specific group

Timeline ActorsAction

The timeline is expressed in calendar days. The timeline is indicative for the duration of each step and generally applies 
per healthcare question. Therefore, the collective timeline may vary depending on the number of healthcare questions 
addressed and depending on the timing between each step.

Actors legend
- Working group: decision-making body that provides direction for the development of the European guidelines and 

quality assurance scheme. It is composed of a multidisciplinary group of experts including patient advocates.
- Topic-specific groups: prepare dra� recommendations and requirements and provide detailed guidance and expertise in 

planning the work for each healthcare question and quality aspect. They are composed of members from the working 
group and the expert pool, and can rely on the support of the evidence review team, contractors and staff from the Joint 
Research Centre.

- Evidence review team: perform systematic reviews of the scientific evidence available and summarise the 
evidence.
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